






Pearson Edexcel Functional Skills qualification demonstrate a learner’s 

achievements against demanding content that is relevant to the workplace. 

The qualifications assess learners’ underpinning subject knowledge and their 

ability to apply this knowledge to different contexts. They provide a 

foundation for progression to employment and further technical education, 

and they help learners to develop skills for everyday life. Both Reading and 

Writing components are assessed externally whereas the Speaking, Listening 

and Communicating component are both set and assessed internally. 

The qualifications assess learners’ underpinning 

subject knowledge and their ability to apply this 

knowledge to different contexts. They provide a 

foundation for progression to employment and 

further technical education, and they help learners 

to develop skills for everyday life. Both Level 1 and 

Level 2 qualifications offer learners the opportunity to develop their English 

knowledge and skills as part of an Apprenticeship or in employment. 

Speaking and listening component is internally assessed under controlled 

conditions/externally moderated. 

Externally-set, Reading (45-50%) and Writing (50-55%) on-demand 

assessments. 

The qualification is graded pass or fail. You must pass all three components to 

achieve the full qualification.  

 



The Pearson Edexcel GCSE 9-1 English Language qualification has been 

designed specifically to be taken by students studying English Language as a 

stand-alone subject. This GCSE will equip students with lifelong skills and 

enable progression to further academic or vocational study and employment. 

This qualification consists of two externally assessed components featuring 

both Reading and Writing tasks (Paper 1 and Paper 2) and one internally 

assessed, non-examination component (Spoken Language). The internally 

assessed component evaluates spoken language skills but does not contribute 

to the final grade. Students are instead awarded a pass, merit, or distinction, 

which is recorded on their certificate. 

The purposes of this qualification are to: provide evidence of students’ 

achievements against demanding and fulfilling content, giving students 

confidence in the skills, knowledge and understanding that they will have 

acquired during their study, and provide a strong foundation for further 

academic or vocational study and for employment. The aims and objectives of 

this qualification are to enable students to: read a wide range of texts 

fluently and with good understanding; read critically and use knowledge 

gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing; write 

effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately; use grammar 

correctly, punctuate and spell accurately; acquire and apply a wide 

vocabulary alongside knowledge and understanding of grammatical 

terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 

language, and listen to and understand spoken language. 

Speaking and Listening Endorsement: Internally 

assessed under controlled conditions/externally 

moderated. Students are awarded a grade (Pass, 

Merit, Distinction).

Paper 1 (50%): Non-fiction texts. Section A – Reading. Section B – Writing. 

Externally assessed. 

Paper 2 (50%): Contemporary Texts. Section A – Reading. Section B – Writing. 

Externally assessed. 
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