
Transition Morning

We have also welcomed new students for
transition mornings, preparing them for the
upcoming school year. These sessions have
been incredibly beneficial, not only for the new
students but also for our current ones. The
positive interactions and adaptability displayed
by everyone are truly commendable.

Parent Training and Information Evenings

I am committed to ongoing support for our
parents through training sessions and
information evenings. These initiatives ensure
that you have the necessary resources and
knowledge to support your children effectively.
Consistency in our approach across the school
is key, and your involvement plays a significant
role in this.

Upcoming Market Day

We are eagerly anticipating our Market Day,
which will be led by myself and Ryan, one of
our dedicated teachers. This event aims to
foster entrepreneurial skills in our students,
providing them with a platform to develop and
showcase their innovative ideas.

Maternity Leave and Future Plans

As I prepare for my maternity leave, I am
confident in the solid foundation we have
established for the upcoming school year. The
school's robust setup will support the
anticipated increase in student numbers, and I
look forward to witnessing the continued growth
and development of our students upon my
return.
Thank you for your ongoing support and
partnership. Together, we are creating a
nurturing and empowering environment for our
children to thrive.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Update from the Headteacher and The Senior LeadershipTeam
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As we come to the end of  our first term together, we want to take a moment to reflect on what has been a truly remarkable start
to the year at Oak Tree School.

This term, we have successfully welcomed over 50 new students and a number of  new staff  into our community. Many of  our
students joined us having previously found school incredibly challenging, with some unable to remain in school for longer than 45

minutes. To now see those same students accessing full school days, taking part in offsite visits, and engaging positively in
learning, performing in school productions and community activities is something we should all feel immensely proud of.

Across the school, we are seeing strong, trusting relationships forming between students, staff  and families. Community visits
have been successful, confidence has grown, and our young people are showing us every day what is possible when the right

support is in place.

We are also pleased to share that Joanna has joined us as our new Family Support Worker. From the new year, Joanna will be
working closely with families to provide additional support, guidance and connection, further strengthening the wraparound

approach that sits at the heart of  Oak Tree.

Thank you to our staff  for your commitment, care and professionalism, and to our families for your trust and partnership.
Together, you have helped make this term such a positive foundation for the future.

We wish you all a restful and joyful Christmas break and look forward to welcoming everyone back in the new year as we
continue the next part of  our students’ journey at Oak Tree School.

SLT
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Curriculum at OTS 
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At Oak Tree School, we recognise that our students have a wide range of  individual
needs, which is common in a setting that supports young people with autism and

associated complex needs. To best meet these needs, we offer a number of  tailored
curriculum pathways designed to support each student’s unique strengths, abilities,

and learning styles. As students progress into Key Stage 4, we will introduce
additional pathways that focus on preparing them for adulthood and their next steps

beyond school. These options will be refined and explained to parents of  Year 9
students before being shared with all families.

This approach reflects what all Special Educational Needs (SEN) schools strive to do
-ensuring that students are not set up to fail, but are instead supported through

pathways that are carefully matched to their individual needs, interests, and future
aspirations. Our overarching aim is to nurture independence and equip our students

with the skills they need for later life. We are deeply committed to supporting the
whole child - focusing not only on academic progress, but equally on personal,

social, emotional, and life skills development to help each student thrive both in and
beyond the classroom
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PTA at OTS 

Dear Parents and Carers,
We are excited to announce that we are starting a brand-new Parent Teacher Association

(PTA) at our school.
The aim of  the PTA is simple: to bring families, staff  and the school community together
to support our children, enhance school experiences and help fund projects that make a

real difference.
We want this to be a friendly, flexible and inclusive group. Whether you can help regularly,

occasionally, or simply support events from a distance, every contribution is valued.
Our first official meeting will be: Friday 9th January 2026 at 9.10am at Oak Tree.

At this meeting we will:
Introduce and elect the remaining committee members

An overall of  the purpose of  the PTA
Share early ideas and listen to yours

Discuss simple, achievable first projects
We are also planning to host a PTA Coffee Afternoon on Friday 30th January 2026 at

2pm at Oak Tree. This will be a relaxed chance to meet other families, ask questions and
get to know the PTA in an informal setting.

If  you would like to get involved, ask questions, or express interest but cannot attend the
meeting, please contact us at: oaktreepta@hotmail.com. 

Meet the volunteers so far!

Shannon: Our newly appointed chairman of  the PTA and also serves as a
parent representative on the school board. With a professional background in
resource management in the private pensions sector, she contributes skills in

strategic planning and operational support. As the parent of  a child with
profound autism, she is particularly passionate about inclusion,

communication and ensuring every child has the opportunity to succeed. She
looks forward to working with the school community to support ongoing
improvements and strengthen collaboration between families and staff.

Grace: Hi, I’m a mum of  two girls, including one in Year 2 at Oak Tree. I’ve been
part of  a PTA before and loved seeing the joy it brought to the children and the
difference it made to the school. I work as an EA and do lots of  event planning!

So, I’m really excited to get involved, support the team and help make great
things happen for our school community.



PTA at OTS 

Sarah: Hi, I have a son in year 9. I also serve as a parent representative on
the school advisory board along with Shannon. After spending most of  my
working life as a pensions consultant, I am using my lived life experience of
parenting a neurodiverse child and have recently started a new role and am

now working for an organisation who support families like ours. I am
excited to be involved with the PTA to support fundraising that will benefit

all of  the amazing young people at Oak Tree.

Michelle: Hi, I’m a mum of  three, with one of  my children currently attending Oak
Tree School. He has autism and global developmental delay and he experiences

significant sensory and selective needs around food, smells and textures. Through
our journey, I’ve learned the importance of  patience, understanding and strong

home–school communication. I’m joining the PTA because I’m passionate about
helping create an inclusive, supportive environment where all children and their

families feel understood, welcomed and valued.

Cath: A mum to 3 autistic children with my middle daughter in Year 7 at Oak Tree.
I am a Primary School Teacher in Woodley so have the experience of  working

within a school team. I am excited to join the PTA to help support our children by
raising vital funds for resources to be used in school. I am looking forward to
meeting more parents from the Oak Tree community and working together to

achieve the very best for the children.

Sophie: A teacher with over 25 years experience, who now works in Higher
Education, specialising in teacher training. As a parent to a Year 3 girl, she is

passionate about neuro advocacy, education and Autism awareness,
particularly in relation to female Autism. She has joined the PTA as she

wants to contribute towards creating opportunities for all the students at Oak
Tree.

We look forward to working together to make great things happen for our
children.



The Term In Pictures 
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